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BLACK FOREST TRAILS ASSOCIATION NEWS
President’s Corner
Black Forest Preservation Plan: A Vital Partner For BFTA!
The Black Forest Preservation Plan was established in 1974 and was the first of
what has evolved into a series of El Paso County Small Area Comprehensive Plans.
The purpose of this plan has been to focus on and respond to the particular land
development opportunities and constraints of the Black Forest Region. Recently the
plan came under fire from some members of the County Board of Commissioners for
being outdated and only representing the views of a minority of the greater Black
Forest Community. In response, those responsible for the plan, established a group –
“Friends of The Black Forest Preservation Plan”—to show wide spread community support for this vital
and vibrant document.
The BF Preservation Plan has a long history of supporting the precepts championed by our Black Forest
Trails Association—the development of trails and preservation of open space in the Black Forest Region.
In fact, in early 1998, the Black Forest Trails Association requested the El Paso County Board of County
Commissioners to appoint a committee to draft a Trails Addendum to the Black Forest Preservation Plan.
That committee was appointed by the County Commissioners and convened on April 28, 1998, at the
Edith Wolford Elementary School in Black Forest. The committee, largely made up of BFTA members,
held 14 meetings throughout the year. All meetings were open to the public with advanced notifications of
the meetings posted by the El Paso County Planning Division. On February 21, 1999, the finalized draft
addendum from the committee was submitted to the Planning Division and on Jun 15th, 1999, the final
draft was presented to the Planning Commission which approved and incorporated the Trails Addendum
in all appropriate planning documents. You can review this Trails Addendum in its entirety at:
http://bit.ly/1KH3jFD
This document was a critical step in establishing the county wide recognized legitimacy of your Black
Forest Trails Association. Ever since this date the BFTA has had a “seat at the table” in any forum that
affects or impacts our network of trails here in Black Forest. Consequently your BFTA Board expressed
concern when the Preservation Plan came under fire. The Board saw the establishment of a Friends of
The Black Forest Preservation Plan as a positive step and approached this organization to offer our
support. Their strength is in numbers and that is where we come into the picture. The BFTA Board
unanimously passed a motion to seek membership in this group and with it the support of our entire

Black Forest Trails Association - Black Forest Colorado

1

www.blackforesttrails.org

Summer 2015

membership! The leadership of the group were excited to accept our application and grateful for our
support. We also encourage all our members to individually join the Friends of The Black Forest
Preservation Plan at https://www.facebook.com/fobfpp
We at Black Forest Trails Association want to add our thanks to our entire membership for supporting
our efforts to provide a network of trails throughout the Black Forest region. Without your ongoing
support and membership, this action on behalf of our community would not have been possible. We want
to thank you for you membership and wish each of you Happy Trails!
Larry Fariss
President BFTA

BFTA Attends "Four Miles In The Forest"
By Judi Tobias
The Black Forest Trails Association had a booth at the first-ever “Four Miles In The Forest” run/walk at
Black Forest Section 16 on June 18. BFTA President Larry Farriss and Board member Judi Tobias had a
prominent place near the finish line where they handed out BFTA flyers and talked to many of the people
attending the run.
Over a hundred people showed up to run the four mile trail in the heart of Black Forest. The event was a
benefit fundraiser for the Black Forest Fire Department. The money will be used to help buy wildland
firefighting equipment. Several of the Black Forest firefighters showed how fit they are by running the
trail wearing over forty pounds of firefighting gear. The same gear they wear when fighting a wildfire.
Black Forest volunteer firefighter Alyssa McClung headed up the event. She was thrilled with the success
of the first-year event and hopes it will become an annual one. Bowen Pottery of Black Forest donated the
awards and Black Forest’s R&R Coffee Café hosted a post-event barbecue at the café. A Colorado Springs
running company donated their services as timers.
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Flood Damages Reported At June Park Board Meeting
By Judi Tobias
At the June 10 Park Advisory Board meeting, Jason Meyer gave a report on the flood damage to county
Parks and trails. The overall damage was estimated as $2.45 million; that doesn’t include the latest
heavy rains. The Parks staff is meeting with FEMA and State officials regarding recovery funding. A
Federal disaster declaration is pending.
Damages to Black Forest area parks is estimated as follows: Black Forest Section 16, $50,000 and Fox
Run $50,000. Fortunately, the mitigation in Black Forest Regional Park that was done following the 2013
flooding seems to have been effective.
The damages in Section 16 include erosion to trails and washing out of culverts and riprap throughout the
park. Heavy damage was done to the horse trailer parking area, partly because people used it when it
was muddy and caused deep rutting. As of June 16 that parking lot is closed to public use.
In Fox Run there was flooding of the irrigation pit along with damage to the park electrical system,
irrigation system, pond pump and aerator system.
The staff also reported that the applications for GOCO funds for work at the Pineries and for Phase One
development at the new Falcon Regional Park were not approved.
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Section 16 Clean Up And Trails Maintenance
By Cheryl Pixley
Thank you to the 19 BFTA members and friends that on June 6 helped pick up trash on the Section 16
Partnership Trail & perimeter roadsides and trimmed low-hanging tree branches from more than a mile
of the trail!

Updated Trails Map Available Soon
MEMBERS: Visit the Black Forest Trails Association booth at the Black Forest Festival on August 15 to
get your copy! The new map includes non-motorized local neighborhood trails as well as County Parks
trails in and near Black Forest.

Good News For The Pineries Open Space
By Andy Meng
The Pineries Open Space has been one of the most anticipated Black Forest park and trail systems to
come online in many years. The Pineries Open Space is 1200 acres and will include 9+ miles of trails and
other park facilities in the heart of the Black Forest. Scheduled to open in 2014, unfortunately The
Pineries was severely damaged in the Black Forest wildfire of 2013 so its opening has been delayed. We
know that many people are wondering what's going on with The Pineries, so we asked our friends at El
Paso County Community Services Department, the County division responsible for the maintenance of
County parks, including The Pineries. Here's what they told us.
The logging and other equipment you are hearing is on the Sanctuary in the Pines property, now owned
by the San Miguel Valley Corporation. The Sanctuary in the Pines is private property enclosed within the
boundaries of The Pineries Open Space that is being cleared for residential home sites. They are
proceeding with forest management activities, including selective tree removal.
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El Paso County has a number of activities underway in the Pineries Open Space at this time:
★ Fire impacts need to be addressed in 2015 to make way for trails and recreation facilities proposed in
the Pineries Open Space Master Plan and to restore the forest. A Community Development Block
Grant - Disaster Recovery application was submitted in March with hopes of funding for needed forest
restoration work. We should be hearing soon about the awards. This grant could fund forestry work
on the western and northern parts of the open space in the late summer, fall and winter.
★ The Rocky Mountain Field Institute (RMFI) is assisting with ten volunteer days this year, providing
slope stabilization and vegetation work.
★ There were damages to some of the existing ranch buildings as a result of the Black Forest Fire. We
will commence with FEMA and insurance funded building demolition and improvements later this
month. A public restroom will be installed in the former ranch headquarters area by November and
will serve visitors when the property is opened to the public in 2016.
★ We will begin final design of Phase 1 improvements, including parking areas and perimeter trails,
later in 2015. $400,000 has been secured for the improvements from Ballot Question 1A funds and
regional park fees. Construction is anticipated by early 2016.
★ The Rare Plant Society is conducting a rare plant assessment. The first field assessment days were
May 15-16 and a second field assessment will take place in mid-July, with project completion by the
end of 2015. The group will provide data and a summary report.
★ We are hoping to complete an assessment of culturally modified trees by the end of the year.
So, although not apparent from the outside, momentum is building in the Pineries Open Space!

BFTA Membership
By Andy Meng
By supporting BFTA with your annual membership, you help provide the funding and support for a whole
range of issues that affect Black Forest trails and the lifestyle we all want to protect. The Black Forest
Trails Association is a non-profit organization under IRS Code Section 501(c)(3). Donations are fully
deductible to the extent permitted by tax law.
There are 4 tiers of BFTA membership (Dues are tax deductible):
1) Individual / family ($15 per year),
2) Business / club ($30 per year),
3) Donor ($50 per year)
4) Lifetime ($150 one time).
Membership runs from April 1 to March 31, and if you become a member now, your membership will be
good through March 31, 2016. We use PayPal, which is easy and secure, to accept online payments, or you
can print out an application and mail your payment in via US Postal service – either option can be
completed via our website at http://www.blackforesttrails.org/joinrenew
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Please Support Our Sponsors
Our business sponsors are critical to our success. We urge you
to buy from our local business sponsors.
If you’re interested in sponsoring the BFTA, please JOIN NOW as a business / club sponsor.
It’s only $30 per year as a business or club sponsor, and you’ll get a great ad and link to
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Hank Hoover Memorial Bench To Be Installed Soon
As we reported in our last email, a site has been selected in Black Forest Regional Park to install a bench in
memory of Hank Hoover, a long time member and Director of BFTA, who passed away in 2014. Hank was a key
member of our community and a leader in BFTA for over a decade. Thanks to the generosity of Black Forest
Trails Association members, enough money was donated to pay for 1/2 of the cost of the bench, while the other 1/2
has been matched by the El Paso County. The bench has been purchased and we’re now awaiting the installation
of the bench by Eagle Scout candidate Josh Wickham. Below is a photo of the type of bench to be installed with
the following inscription along with a photo of Hank’s wife Diane showing where the bench will be installed.
Hank’s spirit
Now climbs the peaks
Enjoying the mountains forever!

While fundraising efforts have covered the cost of the bench, additional donations will be accepted to pay for
plants to decorate the bench site. You can send your donations to:
Make checks payable to:
Black Forest Trails Association, Inc. (Write “Hank’s Bench” in the lower left corner)
Mail To:
P.O. Box 88041
Black Forest, CO 80908
Note - The Black Forest Trails Association is a non-profit organization under IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).
Donations are fully deductible to the extent permitted by tax law.

Black Forest Trails Association - Black Forest Colorado

7

www.blackforesttrails.org

Summer 2015

Black Forest Trails Association
P.O. Box 88041
Colorado Springs CO 80908
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