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BLACK FOREST TRAILS ASSOCIATION NEWS
President’s Corner
1A Passage a Huge “Measure” of Success!
Christmas arrived early this year for the Black Forest Trails Association! In early
November voters approved passage of Measure 1A earmarking over $2 Million of
Tabor Funds for improving El Paso County Parks. I am very proud that BFTA had a
leading role in this exciting outcome. Our organization provided donations for
signage, posted roadside signs, and wrote letters to editors throughout the county in
support of this measure. Why? Because Black Forest’s parks and open spaces will
directly benefit with over $750,000 in funds to reconstruct, upgrade and improve our
parks damaged by the Black Forest Fire. Here is a breakout of where we will benefit and see
improvements:
Black Forest Regional Park $200,000: Most of the trails in Black Forest Regional Park were destroyed in
the floods that followed the fire. The funds will be used for trail restoration, drainage improvements, and
other facility repairs. (NOTE: BFTA has participated in three trail and erosion work days to date in the
park, installing check dams, planting grass and removing noxious weeds.)
Pineries Open Space Phase One $200,000: Pineries Open Space is a county owned 1,100 acre parcel
located to the NE of the Shoup / Volmer Road intersection in Black Forest. Funds will be used to support
opening the site for public use and include fire restoration work, new parking areas, a restroom facility,
outdoor classroom, horse corral and about eight miles of trail. (NOTE: This project has been at the top of
BFTA lobbying efforts in our five year plan. We are excited to see this project headed to fruition and the
open space become usable for our membership and the community)
Falcon Regional Park Phase One: This project begins the construction of a new regional park for the
rapidly growing Falcon area near Black Forest. The 240 acre complex is on county owned property just to
the north of Falcon High School. The funds will support the first phase of improvements including trails,
parking, athletic fields and pavilions. (NOTE: BFTA is including this park in our area of interest since
many of our constituents will use this nearby facility. We are a designated key stakeholder in the
planning process and will insure trails traverse the park.)
A secondary outcome of this election is that it serves as a mandate for our elected county officials, that
parks are very important to citizens of El Paso County. Over 70% of the voters supported this measure.
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For over 10 years our county parks budgets have been cannibalized to balance budgets and fund other
county needs. This election serves notice to county officials that our parks are too important to go
unfunded in the future.
BFTA efforts in this regard have not gone unnoticed. Susan Davies, President of the Trails and Open
Space Coalition (TOSC) said “BFTA efforts in this past election were instrumental in the passage of
Measure 1A. It is great to have BFTA on board partnering our efforts to improve county parks and open
spaces!” In addition I received this from the County Parks Staff, “During this season of gratitude, we are
so thankful for your continued commitment to El Paso County Parks. Your support enables us to provide
the promised improvements to our parks, trails, open spaces and nature centers.”
We at Black Forest Trails Association want to add our thanks to our entire membership for supporting
our efforts to provide a network of trails throughout the Black Forest region. Without your ongoing
support none of these recent “gifts” would have been possible. We want to thank you for you membership
and wish each of you Happy Holidays!
Larry Fariss
President BFTA

Proposed Forest Management Plan For Black Forest Regional Park &
The Pineries Ranch
By Cheryl Pixley
In September, El Paso County held a public meeting to present proposed updates to forest management
plans for Black Forest Regional Park and Pineries Open Space. The County’s objectives are “to address
post-fire recovery of the forest, mitigate future fire risk, outline long-term protection of wildlife and
habitat and prepare the forest for development of recreation facilities and trails.”
The following is a summary of points reviewed at the meeting:
Pineries Open Space: About 700 acres of park land was severely or moderately burned. In the moderateburn areas about 50% of the vegetation survived. The plan for these areas is to harvest merchantable
trees, retain some snags, retain downed logs along contours, create wildlife piles, lop & scatter slash (or
masticate to agitate hard soil) and broadcast seeds.
In the low-burn and unburned areas the goal is to keep green areas green and reduce the basal area of
dense Ponderosa pines by “thinning from below” and removing the smaller trees. Pines 16” in diameter
and larger and Ute Indian “spirit trees” are to be left in place.
Drainage and erosion control at The Pineries is fairly stable. The ranch ponds and detention ponds have
performed well and meadow areas have been effective in catching and filtering sediment from the runoff.
Black Forest Regional Park: 240 acres are classified as high-burn areas and 125 acres as low-burn.
Harvesting has not been recommended. The plan calls for removal of understory and lopping and
scattering of the slash. Scrub oak growing under trees is of particular concern. Bigger trees are to be left
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on site for erosion control and wildlife use. Downed trees and slash is to be placed along contours to slow
runoff. Unburned areas will be thinned.
43 acres is targeted for heavy planting and 123 acres for supplemental planting. Aspen trees will be
promoted. Proposed spacing between trees and pine clumps is 10-25 feet and shrubs will be separated
from trees.
Silt basins and temporary detention ponds need to be built and water bars added to trails. Some trails
will be closed.
Arborist Keith Worley commented that the work could be finished as soon as next year if funding is
obtained. The recent approval of ballot proposal 1A by voters will make available $200,000 for each of the
two properties. We expect the county to apply for grants which will have the potential to exponentially
increase the impact of the funds.
The complete plan with maps can be reviewed on the El Paso County Parks website at:
http://bit.ly/12JSiPM

Falcon Regional Park Coming Soon!
By Dave Jones
In August of this year, the El Paso County Commissioners approved 215 acres north of the
Falcon High school to be turn into a regional park serving the Falcon community.
“We think it’s a really good location for a regional park,” said Tim Wolken, El Paso County
Director of Community Services. “It gives the County the opportunity to work with the school
district and many others through the master planning process to ensure that we have the best
possible design for the site.”
The park will border along Eastonville to the east. The hope is to make this a multi-use park.
About 20 percent of the property is slated to be developed for active use like playgrounds, sports
fields and picnic areas. The leftover space is set to be preserved as open space with multi-use
trails.
County Commissioner is even hoping to bring back to Balloon Classic to the park once finished.
As the area continues to expand and grow this event could help local business with the
attraction of not only the park but potentially the Balloon Classic.
The county will also be holding regular meetings with public input on the Regional Park. The
first one happened November 18th at the Meridian Ranch Recreation Center and was attend by
20 area residents. The next scheduled meeting will be held in January at the Recreation Center.
If you have not yet take the survey on what you would like see added, please click the link below
to submit your input. It takes about 10 minutes of your time. http://bit.ly/12K128z
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First BFTA Trail Reclaimed From Fire!
By Larry Fariss
Over the years, many generous members of the Black Forest Trails Association have granted access to
their properties to allow residents of Black Forest to traverse their properties on trails BFTA built for
non-motorized traffic. Approximately 10 miles off such trails existed before the Black Forest Fire ravaged
the region in 2013. Many off the trails were damaged beyond recognition with trail beds destroyed and
hazardous obstacles and debris blocking the paths. BFTA needed help to re-open these trails and make
them usable and safe for the community.
That is where Sean Rowland and Boy Scout Troop 149 entered the picture. Sean is an aspiring Eagle
Scout and a service project is a requirement for this rank. Sean approached the BFTA Board in October
and proposed a project to reclaim a fire damaged trail. The BFTA Board approved sponsorship of his
project and set in motion the reclamation of its first trail!
First we needed to choose a trail. We selected a half mile trail section that connects Herring Road with
Pinerie Circle. This trail was heavily damaged in the fire and following cleanup operations. The two
property owners that owned the land were contacted and were eager and willing to support the project!
BFTA officials walked the damaged trail with Sean to determine the project scope, identify limitations,
and determine safety requirements. Sean went to work gathering support from his troop and putting his
crews together and BFTA arranged for use of its new Volunteer Tool Trailer at the work site.
The trailer is a recently added BFTA resource. The fire destroyed its tool bank and rather than replace it,
BFTA joined in a cooperative effort with El Paso County Parks and other local organizations to build a
portable tool trailer designed for use in projects sponsored by the respective organizations. This would be
the first time BFTA has had an opportunity to use this tremendous asset!
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The work party numbered over 30 and they gathered on a beautiful, sunny Saturday morning on
22 November 2014. After a safety briefing, Sean divided them into three work parties and gave
them instructions and assignments. There were many tasks required to include:
•

Shoveling and raking the trail beds to re-establishing the lost pathway

•

Removing overhead burnt limbs and dog hair tree trunks

•

Lining trail with the cut limbs and trunks

•

Hanging new signage indicating trail is only for non-motorized use

The trail work was completed in one day! This joint venture with BSA Troop 149 was a huge
success. Property owners were pleased with the result, BFTA reclaimed a trail, and Sean
Rowland completed his Eagle Scout project! BFTA has many more miles of trail to reclaim as
well as follow up projects to remove the aging hazardous trees adjacent to these trails. They
hope to sponsor future BSA Eagle Scout projects and engage other local, civically minded,
organizations to help in completing these tasks. Thanks to Sean and BSA Troop 149 for being
the first!
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Please Support Our Sponsors
Our business sponsors are critical to our success. We urge you
to buy from our local business sponsors.
If you’re interested in sponsoring the BFTA, please JOIN NOW as a business / club sponsor.
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Hank Hoover Memorial Site Selected
On a beautiful October day, BFTA President Larry Fariss drove to Diane Hoover’s residence to pick her up
for a hike in Black Forest Regional Park. The opportunity for exercise was secondary though as they had a
mission that day… select a site for a memorial bench for her husband Hank, who passed away earlier this
year. Hank was a key member of our community and a leader in BFTA for over a decade. BFTA has
negotiated with El Paso County Parks to erect a commemorative bench for Hank and his legacy at a site of
our choosing within Black Forest Regional Park. Now it was time to select the site for Hank’s Bench!
Diane and Larry walked several miles looking for just the right spot. After selecting three candidate sites,
discussing the pros and cons of each, and reminiscing a bit trying to divine what “Hank would have
wanted”, Diane chose just the right spot. It sits at a trail junction, on the NW corner of the park along its
northern boundary. It overlooks much of BFRP and in the distance one can see the area in which Hank
and Diane built their home in Black
Forest. On the left is a photo
showing Diane standing where
Hank’s future bench will be located.
Diane has also selected the following
inscription that she wrote, to be
inscribed on the bench:

Hanks spirit
Now climbs the peaks
Enjoying the mountains forever!

The bench will be built and installed by El Paso County Parks but the Black Forest Trails Association will
raise funds to cover the expenses. To that end, BFTA is seeking donations to offset the cost of building and
installing Hank’s Bench. If you, or your business would like to help memorialize Hank and defray the cost,
send your donations to:
Make checks payable to:
Black Forest Trails Association, Inc. (Write “Hank’s Bench” in the lower left corner)
Mail To:
P.O. Box 88041
Black Forest, CO 80908
Note - The Black Forest Trails Association is a non-profit organization under IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).
Donations are fully deductible to the extent permitted by tax law.
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Black Forest Trails Association
P.O. Box 88041
Colorado Springs CO 80908

BFTA Membership
By Andy Meng
By supporting BFTA with your annual membership, you help provide the funding and support for a whole
range of issues that affect Black Forest trails and the lifestyle we all want to protect. The Black Forest
Trails Association is a non-profit organization under IRS Code Section 501(c)(3). Donations are fully
deductible to the extent permitted by tax law.
There are 4 tiers of BFTA membership (Dues are tax deductible):
1) Individual / family ($15 per year),
2) Business / club ($30 per year),
3) Donor ($50 per year)
4) Lifetime ($150 one time).
Membership runs from April 1 to March 31. We use PayPal, which is easy and secure, to accept online
payments, or you can print out an application and mail your payment in via US Postal service – either
option can be completed via our website at http://www.blackforesttrails.org/joinrenew
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