Black Forest Trails Association Newsletter
Connecting Our Community!

President’s Corner
~Larry Fariss
Elections are in the news! While the national
election is catching all the publicity, the Black
Forest Trails Association recently polled its
members and elected a slate of officers for the
2013 Board of Directors! I am serving as your
president for another year and am joined by
several familiar faces who continue to serve the
BFTA:
VP - Administration
Cheryl Pixley
VP - Parks/Government
Barbara Remy
Secretary
Steve Eckmann
Treasurer
Hank Hoover
Board Member
Andy Meng
Board Member
Nancy Reinhardt
Board Member
James Kruse
Board Member
Judi Tobias
New to the board as secretary is Steve Eckmann.
Steve has helped us in the past year as a
volunteer upgrading our data bases. Judy Tobias
moves from secretary to a Board Member
position replacing Lisa Dorr who resigned due
to a very busy schedule. Special thanks to Lisa
who served us well. She was largely responsible
for the new BFTA website that is such a hit!
We have been busy the past summer in efforts to
improve your trail experience in the forest! We
had two “chip ins” sponsored with help from the
Colorado State Forest Service. The target for
these events was to clear the slash along the
North side of the Section 16 Partnership Trail.
Chip Ins are quite an adventure as members get
to work alongside CSFS rangers and operate
their large portable chipper. CSFS provides
lunch and we help out with the manpower… a
great tradeoff! Another opportunity to
participate is the trash pickups we carry out

Volume 36, Fall 2012

along the roads bordering Section 16. These
events are posted on the BFTA Website. Come
join us the next time we work on one of your
trails.
BFTA also participated in the community’s
annual Black Forest Festival. We marched in
the parade and manned a booth that was heavily
trafficked by the public who asked questions
about our trails, joined as members and bought
merchandise. Thanks to all who stopped by!
In addition we have worked closely with the El
Paso County Parks Department this summer as
participants in their Master Plan update. The
BFTA has provided direct input into the updated
plan and specifically made the following
prioritized requests for parks in Black Forest
over the next 5-10 years:
•

Finish all items in the Black Forest
Regional Park Master Plan: This
includes the Section 16 Vault Toilet,
Fox Run Dog Park, and BFRP parking
lot.

•

Finish The Pineries Open Space
development: We want to get this
operational ASAP with trails installed as
funds become available.
Establish a Friends Group for each park
in Black Forest: Currently only Section
16 and Fox Run have this grass root
support in place.

•

•

Preserve more park land and open space
in El Paso County: Whenever and
wherever this is possible, grow the
amount of public land open for trail
recreation.

•

Install more horse trailer parking in El
Paso County parks: Lack of trailer
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parking spaces remains an issue for trail
riders.
Please feel free to contact any board member if
you have any other ideas that help us meet our
mission: To create a safe, legitimate, nonmotorized, multi-use recreational trail system
that connects Black Forest neighborhoods to
each other and the El Paso County Regional
Trail System.
Happy trails to you, Larry Fariss
President BFTA
719-495-0724

Black Forest High Speed Rail Stopped In
Its Tracks
~Andy Meng

Black Forest, cancelled plans for any rail
alignment through Black Forest with this formal
written statement:
"The earlier used map showing a potential
alignment through the Black Forest area was
meant only for illustrative purposes and solely
represents a potential alignment from a past
study, not the current rail study. As David
Krutsinger stated in his letter and stated in the El
Paso County press release, after evaluating
options and hearing the community’s input the
ICS will not investigate any possible rail
alignments through the Black Forest
community."
We thank all of our members for their assistance
in signing the petition against the proposed high
speed rail, and we will continue to monitor all
activity that would negatively affect the mission
of the Black Forest Trails Association.

It’s Renewal Time
Please renew your membership using the
enclosed form or by visiting our website at
http://www.blackforesttrails.org/
and if you’d prefer your newsletter via email, let
us know (it saves on trees and stamps!)

Earlier this year, the Colorado Department of
Transportation stunned many Black Forest
residents by announcing that it was evaluating a
track alignment through Black Forest for a high
speed passenger train. This alignment would
have bisected Black Forest north to south,
roughly along Herring Road carrying trains
traveling upwards of 110 miles per hour. In
addition, the proposed alignment would have cut
through the middle of Section 16, one of the
most popular and well used hiking and horse
trails in the county. Because of this threat, the
Black Forest Trails Association took a formal
stand against the proposed high speed rail
alignment and joined with other community
leaders and organizations to fight the alignment.
We’re happy to report that CDOT, in no small
part due to the overwhelming opposition in the

Fox Run Park Friends Group
-Judi Tobias

The Fox Run Friends group

The Friends of Fox Run show off their sign and
the trail they worked on October 6. Their newest
project is raising money for a dog park at Fox
Run. BFTA is helping this new group by giving
them publicity.
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Fall Section 16 Trail & Road clean up
~Cheryl Pixley

Upcoming Board Meetings – Thursdays 7
pm
Black Forest Community Club Bldg, NW
corner of Shoup & Black Forest Rds.
November 8
January 17
March 21
May 16
July 11
September 12
You are welcome to join us!
Black Forest Trails Association, P.O. Box
88041, Colorado Springs CO 80908

Black Forest Festival Parade
~Nancy Reinhardt

23 volunteers helped remove trash from the trail
and adjacent roadways at Black Forest Section
16 on October 13. Because of the excellent
turnout we were able to clean not only the trail
corridor, trailhead parking lot and both sides of
Shoup and Herring, our official “adopted” roads,
but most of Burgess as well! Many thanks to all
the participants for helping to keep our county
parkland beautiful!

L-R Nancy Reinhardt, Callie Prill, Celina Eillers
and Dorit White made up the horse portion of
our entry in this year’s parade. Celina is an

exchange student from Germany who is here
through Education, Travel and Culture, a
high school exchange program where Dorit
is a field manager.
BFTA is now on Facebook and Twitter

Update on El Paso County Parks
Projects-(from their annual meeting)
Black Forest Section 16 Restroom
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BFTA approached El Paso County Parks
regarding the installation of a permanent
restroom at the Black Forest Section 16 parking
area in 2012. BFTA raised $5224 for the
project, which will be matched with $19,000
from regional park fees. After a lengthy Capital
Improvement Program process, including
restroom research, public comment and
fundraising, BMS was selected as a singlesource manufacturer to supply an evaporative
vault restroom. Parks staff worked with the
manufacturer and the EPC Procurement Division
on contracting and permitting over the summer
of 2012. MBS has notified El Paso County
Parks that the restroom will be delivered in early
November.
Black Forest Regional Park Renovation
The Black Forest Regional Park Master Plan
was completed in the first quarter of 2011. A
$200,000 Great Outdoors Colorado grant, couple
with an $184,616 contribution from the
Cathedral Pines developer, is funding the first
phase of improvements. The improvements
include paving the primary parking area and
entrance drive, trail rehabilitation, well and
restroom upgrades, trailhead improvements and
fishing pond development. Contract
negotiations are currently underway. Once
finalized, the contract will be reviewed by Great
Outdoors Colorado and approved by the Board
of County Commissioners. All improvements
are scheduled to be completed by the end of
2013.
Fox Run Regional Park Improvements
The Fox Run Regional Park Master Plan Update
(2007) included the construction of a
five acre off-leash dog park, completing road
improvements, updating restroom facilities and
resurfacing several sections of trail within the
park. The improvements were scheduled to be
completed in 2012 with funding provided by
regional park fees, but were postponed to 2014
and 2015 due to fund balance and cash flow
issues. The Park Advisory Board requested that
the development of the dog park remain in the
2012 CIP program, citing significant citizen

interest and third party funding options. Staff
has developed an estimate of $17,400 for the
dog park. The Trust for Community Parks / Fox
Run Regional Park account currently has
unencumbered funds of $8,000. Staff proposes
to use these funds coupled with $2,000 from
Conservation Trust Funds. The remaining
$7,400 is proposed to be generated through
fundraising efforts. It is proposed to complete
the fundraising drive through the fall, 2012 and
complete the construction of the dog park in the
spring, 2013. To date, $5,000 has been raised.
Pineries Open Space
The property will not be open to the public until
parking and trails can be installed to direct users
to appropriate areas to preserve the natural
resource values that exist. In the meantime staff
has been working with the Sanctuary owner to
address trespass issues and with Palmer Land
Trust to develop a plan for temporary access and
tours for the public until implementation of
Master Plan improvements in 2014 and 2015 (if
funding is secured). $200,000 in regional park
fees is proposed to be used for matching funds
for a Great Outdoors Colorado grant application
to develop a robust first phase of improvements
that will include the main Trailhead, the
complete Tier 1 trail section on the west and
north side of the property, and the Tier IV trails
in the southwest area of the site to complete two
loops and over eight miles of new trails. The
Sanctuary development owner has voluntarily
dedicated a Tier 1 trail easement to the County
through the proposed development to connect
the proposed main trailhead in the Pineries Open
Space to Section 16.
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Jim’s Plumbing & Heating
9611 Curtis Road
Peyton, CO 80831
(719) 749-0110
(719) 648-0846 (mobile)
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