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BLACK FOREST TRAILS ASSOCIATION NEWS 
President’s Corner 

Black Forest Interagency Forum:  
Our Non-Profit Neighbors Pulling Together 
 

Our Black Forest community had an exciting development this past Spring when 
eight of our local non-profit organizations united together to form the Black Forest 
Interagency Forum (BFIF).   The Forum is an informal cooperative effort among the 
member agencies, intended to foster collaboration among the Black Forest nonprofit 
groups who are collectively focused on preserving, protecting and enhancing all 
aspects of Black Forest--community, ecology and land use and development. The goal 
is to leverage the strengths and expertise of the individual organizations to increase 

the collective chances for success, combine forces to advance and accomplish common goals sooner than 
might otherwise be the case, and reduce mission overlap or inefficiencies by working together. 

Your Black Forest Trails Association recognized the benefits such an organization might have on our 
mission to create a safe, legitimate, non-motorized, multi-use recreational trail system that connects 
Black Forest neighborhoods with each other and the El Paso County regional trail system.  Accordingly 
BFTA took a lead role in the initial organizational meetings and joined the following non-profit 
organizations to establish the Black Forest Interagency Forum: 

1. Black Forest Trails Association 

2. Black Forest Community Club 

3. Black Forest Community Foundation 

4. Black Forest Together 

5. Black Forest Land Use Committee 

6. Friends of the Black Forest Preservation Plan  

7. Slash and Mulch Committee  
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In its first meetings BFIF formalized its charter with Mission and Goal Statements: 

MISSION:  Black Forest Interagency Forum is a collaboration of community nonprofit groups who 
collectively focus on preserving, protecting and enhancing Black Forest.  

GOAL:  To leverage the strengths and expertise of the individual organizations to increase the collective 
success, and to combine forces to advance and accomplish common goals regarding community, ecology, 
land use and development.  The Forum reduces mission overlap and inefficiencies by working together. 

BFIF wasted no time getting off the ground sponsoring two recent events: 

Black Forest Non-Profit Symposium 2 April 2016:  The goal of the symposium was to increase public 
awareness of the objectives and activities of the participating organizations, as well as to foster 
cooperation and collaboration to support and enhance the common mission of protecting, preserving and 
enhancing the Black Forest community and its natural environment.  All forum organizations, plus Black 
Forest AARP, made a short presentation regarding its mission, goals and current issues/concerns with 
time for audience questions and answers.  Over 50 members of the community attended this event. 

Black Forest Fire Memorial Service 11 June 2016:  BFIF took over responsibility for this year’s memorial 
service.  Nearly 100 attendees, including representatives from local emergency responder and charity 
organizations, participated in a moving presentation that left nary a dry eye in the audience.   Dr. Bob 
Bender of First Southern Baptist of Black Forest provided the memorial statement, Black Forest Chorus 
sang songs and BFTA Business Partner R & R Coffee provided refreshments.  All in all a big success 
covered by local media! 

This is an exciting beginning for a potentially powerful voice in our community.  BFTA is especially 
excited about the Forum’s potential as a unified lobbying body, representing the community in 
negotiations with governmental agencies to include El Paso County, the State Land Use Board, and the 
State Water Board.  This could have great benefits for our membership as we seek to preserve open space 
and establish trails in Black Forest! 

Get out and use our many trails in the forest and be sure to ensure your membership is up to date as we 
need your participation to maintain a strong organization and presence in the Black Forest community!  
Happy Trails! 

Larry Fariss 
President BFTA 

Lesser Known Trails  
By Andy Meng 

The Palmer Divide Trail 

The Palmer Divide trail is an El Paso County trail and is only partially completed. The 2 mile portion that 
runs through Woodlake subdivision can be accessed from the parking lot at Hodgen and Woodlake roads 
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(about 1/3 mile west of Eastonville Rd. It is road base and travels in meadow around Kiowa Creek. In the 
summer you might see Great Blue Heron or Canadian geese on the pond portion of Kiowa Creek (not too 
far from the parking lot). This trail eventually will travel west through Black Forest Reserve on the west 
side of Meridian Rd and will connect with the Sanctuary in the Pines and then to Section 16. Someday 
there will be a connection to the east which will go to Homestead Ranch Park. 

There are signs which Woodlake subdivision has put up which say “Woodlake Non-motorized Trail” along 
the subdivision’s equestrian easements. These trail segments connect to the Palmer Divide Trail but are a 
little hard to follow if you don’t know where they go. 

Homestead Ranch Park 

To get here, if coming from Black Forest, take Meridian Road north to Murphy Rd. and go east, turn left 
on Eastonville Rd, turn right on Sweet Rd and go east. You will cross Elbert highway, jog to the south 
slightly where Sweet Rd picks back up and go east until you get to Gollihar. Turn left and follow it back 
until you see the sign for Homestead Ranch. There are a lot of good things about Homestead Ranch Park 
like restrooms, a playground, a pond, picnic pavilions and a nice 3 mile trail that goes from the bottom of 
the park up through forest to the top where there is a great view of the Front Range. The trail is rocky in 
spots. There is a windmill that works, with a water tank. It has a large parking lot with special areas for 
horse trailers. 

First Annual Community Nonprofit Symposium a Success 
By Carolyn Brown 

The Black Forest Community Club hosted a successful community nonprofit symposium on April 2nd, 
2016. The well-attended symposium featured many of the nonprofit organizations that serve to enhance 
and protect Black Forest.   

Presenting organizations and speakers were:  

BF Community Club   President Dianne Hagmaier  
BF Land Use Committee  Chairman Terry Stokka  
Friends of the BF Preservation Plan VP Dick Babcock  
Slash and Mulch Committee  Chairman Jeff DeWitt  
BF Trails Association   President Larry Fariss  
Black Forest Together   Chairman Eddie Bracken  
BF AARP chapter   Stan Beckner 
BF Community Foundation  Chairman Leif Garrison 

Each organization made a short presentation and took questions from the audience, and also sponsored a 
table manned by volunteers providing additional information about the group’s membership and 
activities. The participating organizations hoped to increase public awareness and enhance cooperation in 
the common mission of supporting and protecting the Black Forest community and its natural 
environment, and all organizations seemed to agree that the event was a solid success.  The formation of a 
new nonprofit working group, the Black Forest Interagency Forum, was announced at the symposium. 
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Given the success of this initial event, and multiple requests from other nonprofits to participate in future 
years, it is anticipated that this will become an annual event on the BFCC calendar. 

Update on The Pineries Open Space  
By Andy Meng 

In 2015, El Paso County told us the BFTA that the Pineries Open Space construction and 
opening would happen in 2016.  When questioned about this on June 21, 2016 Elaine Kleckner 
with County Parks responded: 

“The decision was made to bring Falcon Regional Park, which opened last weekend, online 
sooner.  Now that its first phase has been completed, we will turn our focus on the Pineries.  
Financial and staff resources are limited, so we do have to prioritize, and sometimes things take 
longer than anticipated.  If the final design process, which includes public outreach, and 
contractor procurement goes quickly and we have a light winter (which is not typical on the 
Palmer Divide), we could be open sooner, but 2017 is more realistic.  Staff is excited to ramp up 
efforts at the Pineries and we will do our best to move this project forward! 

Rest assured that $200K of 1A funds have been secured for the Pineries Open Space and will be 
used along with $200K of regional park fees for Phase 1.  A new restroom that will serve the 
public has already been completed at the main trailhead.” 

Updated Trails Map Available Soon 

MEMBERS: Visit the Black Forest Trails Association booth at the Black Forest Festival on 
August 13, 2016 to get your copy!  The new map includes non-motorized local neighborhood 
trails as well as County Parks trails in and near Black Forest. 

Where Are your Signs?  
By Nancy Reinhardt 

In the Black Forest fire of June 2013, the BFTA lost all of its printed maps that were stored in 
our President's home which was a total loss in the fire.  Because of the loss of our maps, there 
may be informal trails that traverse private property that we're not aware of and need to re-
map.  One way we thought of finding these trails was to put out a request to our members who 
may have, or know of BFTA trail signs.   If you have a Black Forest trail sign on your property, 
or know of any signs on private property, please contact us so we can re-map them.  Please send 
an email (preferably with a map and/or directions) telling us where the trail signs are.  Please  
give us your phone number so we can call if we can’t find the signs.  Also - if you have land that 
you feel would be a good trail, we'd love to work with you to map your trail and mark it with 
signs.  Please contact us at contact@blackforesttrails.org or visit our website at 
www.blackforesttrails.org 
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Iris Mosgrove Memorial Bench On The Section 16 Trail  
By Nancy Reinhardt 

In honor of Ike Mosgrove, the BFTA, in conjunction with El Paso County raised funds to purchase a 
memorial bench in Black Forest Section 16.   The bench was installed by prospective Eagle Scout Cam 
McCutcheon and Boy Scout Troop 194.  A resident of Black Forest since 1966, Iris “Ike” Mosgrove was an 
original founder of the Black Forest Trails Association.  Her involvement in BFTA continued as an officer, 
committee chairman and board member until her retirement.  She was one of three who initiated the 
formation of the extremely popular multi-use, non-motorized 4-mile Black Forest Section 16 “Partnership 
Trail”.   

Ike’s membership in North American Trail Riding Conference (NATRC) started in the early 1970s.  She 
was a competitor who achieved many national championships and rode more than 10,000 miles on her 
horse, Nightwind.  She was Ride Manager and Chairman for NATRC rides held at both the USAFA and 
Ft. Carson venues for over 20 years. She was a multiple-term national board member, a LONG-TIME 
Region 3 Treasurer and one of the core group who formed Region 3, the first in the nation. 

Ike helped found the Cavalier Trail Riding Club, was the leader of numerous Club trails rides, served as 
an officer and board member for many years and was honored with the Most Valuable Member award. 

In recognition of her years of leadership and active participation in the Black Forest community, Ike was 
selected as Keeper of the Keys to Black Forest in 2004.  Ike passed away in December 2011. 

Photos show the hard work of prospective Eagle Scout Cam McCutcheon and Troop 194 working on the 
site for the memorial bench at Section 16 trail in which ‘Ike’ played a key role in its founding.  The bench 
is near the southwest corner of one of the most popular trails in the Black Forest.  See our website at 
www.blackforesttrails.org for more information on Section 16. 
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Please Support Our Sponsors

Our business sponsors are critical to our success.  We urge you to buy 
from our local business sponsors.  
We recently picked up two new business members - the Mountain View Cafe and Sabre Pepper Spray & 
Personal Safety products.  Mountain View Cafe is a new Black Forest Restaurant near the Post Office on 
Black Forest Road just south of Burgess.  If you haven’t yet, you must stop by and have breakfast or lunch 
- the food and atmosphere are wonderful!  Sabre sells personal safety products from their website at 
www.sabrered.com 

Pepper Spray & Personal Safety Products

www.sabrered.com
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FARISS TRAIL – Black Forest’s Newest Neighborhood Trail 
By Larry Fariss 

Part of the Black Forest Trail Association’s stated mission is to link Black Forest 
neighborhoods with a series of trails across private and public properties. This creates 
important links that provide access to our vast network of unimproved roads suitable 
for non-motorized hiking, biking and riding.  Currently, BFTA sponsors about 10 such 
trails and is always looking for property owners willing to provide such access for their 

neighbors. 

BFTA is proud to announce the creation of our newest neighborhood trail - the Fariss 
Trail – scheduled for opening in August this summer.  The trail crosses the western 
boundary of Michelle and Larry Fariss’ five acre property linking Danford and Juniper 

Roads just NE of the Swan/Herring intersection.   

Michelle and Larry’s property and home was destroyed in the 2013 Black Forest Fire.  
They have spent the last three years seeking to help the land restore naturally by re-
establishing native grasses before removing any of the hundreds of dead trees that 

covered their property.  This past Spring, with the grasses coming in nicely it was time 
to tackle the “dead sticks”!  But they wanted to do it in a way that minimized damage to 

the grasslands and “What would they do with all that biomass?”   
They came upon a novel concept that was eco-friendly, provided recreational opportunities for their neighbors, and serves as 
an emergency egress if ever needed in an emergency.  With the help of friends, neighbors, and the Tri Lakes United Methodist 

Church Emergency Preparedness Group, the Fariss Trail emerged out of the ashes and accomplishes all three of the 
aforementioned goals:   

Eco Friendly:  Volunteers, using minimal equipment, created a 250 yard trail that used 75 burnt logs, bucked into 12 foot 
sections, to line the trail on both sides.  The resulting slash from the trees was then chipped and spread in the trail bed 

providing a safe surface for trail users.  This proved to be a great way to productively use and return the biomass to the land! 

Recreational:  The trail links the ends of Danford and Juniper Roads creating a 1.25 mile circular route, using the trail and 
unimproved roads, allowing hikers, cyclists and riders to get out and enjoy the forest!  Like all BFTA sponsored trails, this one 
is limited to non-motorized use—but there is a twist! 

Emergency Egress:  During the fire, the Fariss’ were nearly trapped because Danford, like many roads in the forest, was a 
dead end with only one way out.  Sensitized to this, all though the trail is normally limited to non-motorized traffic only, it 
was built to a width of ten feet, to allow residents on Danford and Juniper Roads to have an emergency egress route for them 
and their vehicles if their primary road is ever blocked liked it was in June of 2013.   

The Fariss’ are also exercising an option to create an easement with the county to make their trail permanent.  By doing so 
they will benefit by being taxed at a lower rate.   Owner Larry Fariss said, “This has been a very rewarding experience to help 
our land heal while serving our neighborhood and community.  I would highly encourage other public and private property 
owners to step forward and contact BFTA to do something similar with their property!”   

NOTE:  Accordingly BFTA stands by to assist any property owner who wishes to link roads in their neighborhood with a trail 
across their property.  Contact BFTA at blackforesttrails.org if you have a candidate trail project in mind.
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Black Forest Trails Association
P.O. Box 88041
Colorado Springs  CO  80908

BFTA Membership 
By Andy Meng 

By supporting BFTA with your annual membership, you help provide the funding and support for a whole range 
of issues that affect Black Forest trails and the lifestyle we all want to protect.  The Black Forest Trails 
Association is a non-profit organization under IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  Donations are fully deductible to the 
extent permitted by tax law. 

There are 4 tiers of BFTA membership (Dues are tax deductible):   
1) Individual / family ($15 per year),   
2) Business / club ($30 per year),  
3) Donor ($50 per year) 
4) Lifetime ($150 one time).  

Membership runs from April 1 to March 31, and if you become a member now, your membership will be good 
through March 31, 2017.  We use PayPal, which is easy and secure,  to accept online payments, or you can print 
out an application and mail your payment in via US Postal service – either option can be completed via our 
website at http://www.blackforesttrails.org/joinrenew 


